Arizona Community Service Learning 

Curriculum Guidelines Development Process

The Community Service Learning Curriculum Guidelines were developed based on the processes used by the Arizona Department of Education, Career and Technical Education Division, with modifications. The following activities were conducted:

· Analysis of Existing Competencies and Standards.

· An analysis was conducted of the existing competencies and standards related to Community Service and Service Learning used across the United States.
· Draft competencies and indicators were established based on content identified in projects, programs, activities, the Service Learning National Clearinghouse publications, and other sources.  

· The Design Team  

· Various stakeholder groups represented include: school administrators, service learning project teachers, academic teachers, community college representatives, community representatives, other service learning governmental organizations, social services agencies, and a noted author.

·  The Design Team met as a whole, in smaller groups, and also reviewed materials by electronic mail to provide a composite feedback system. 
· Development of Specific Operational Guidelines: identifying categories in which service can be performed, methods of monitoring, risk assessment consideration, orientation and notification of community service opportunities, student service plan and student service verification 
· School administrators, classroom teachers serving on the Design Team developed the operational guidelines by reviewing and revising practices currently used in school based Community Service Learning programs and other activities that required. students to leave campus and interface with community entities  

· The Guidelines provide schools implementing a Community Service Learning program information for establishing a process to organize, monitor and evaluate the program.
· The Arizona Academic Standards and the Community Service Learning Competencies and Indicators Crosswalk

· The Crosswalk provides a path by which instruction and activities can be guided in the classroom and in community activities.

· Design Team Members and Academic Teachers were involved in the initial process to verify and then the revalidation, using the new Arizona Academic Standards approved summer 2004.

· A Matrix provides a quick overview for grades 9-12.

· Teacher Resources and Sample Activities Related to the Competencies 

· Teaching resources were identified to assist in linking activities to the competencies and indicators as well as the academic crosswalk.  

· Sample activities from Arizona Service Learning Projects were linked to competencies in a Matrix, as a guide to development of projects.

For additional information, contact:

Jan Brite

Service Learning Specialist, Arizona Department of Education

1535 West Jefferson, Phoenix, AZ  85307

jbrite@ade.az.gov;  602.542.4365
www.azservicelearning.org
